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Buckingham adds attorneys and opens new office

SHERRY KARABIN
Legal News Reporter

Buckingham, Doolittle & Bur-
roughs kicked off the beginning of
2021 by opening a new office in
downtown Akron and adding six
more attorneys to its litigation
and business practice areas.

Former Niekamp, Weisensell,
Mutersbaugh & Mastrantonio
Managing Partner Christopher
Niekamp, of counsel Carmen
Roberto, of counsel Thomas Del-
venthal, associates Wade Doerr
and Justin Tjaden and sole prac-
titioner Stephen Pruneski all
started at the regional law firm on
Jan. 4.

As Buckingham, Doolittle &
Burroughs (BDB) Managing Part-
ner Steve Dimengo explains, it’s
all part of a strategic move to ex-
pand and enhance the firm’s legal
team and geographical footprint
to better serve its clients.

“We have had some very good
momentum despite the pan-
demic,” Dimengo said. “I'm very
happy to report that through
careful management of expenses
and the continued influx of new
clients, we have been able to
avoid layoffs or furloughs.

“We've also been able to con-
tinue to invest in our infrastruc-
ture and service our clients
without missing a beat. This also
includes adding attorneys
throughout the prior year ranging
from new associates to some of
the most reputable and experi-
enced attorneys in the region,
further enhancing our impecca-
ble expertise, experience and cul-
ture.

“All six of the lawyers who
joined us in January had a strong
interest and were very passionate
about being part of our firm,” said
Dimengo. “They will enhance the
energy and excitement that we’re
already experiencing.”

The new attorney hires will be
working out of the firm’s two
Akron offices, with Delventhal
and the two associates stationed
in the downtown office, which is
located in the historic Nantucket
Building on the same floor as
Niekamp’s former law firm.

“Our main Akron office is in
Fairlawn,” said Dimengo. “How-
ever, for most of the firm’s history
we had a downtown Akron loca-
tion, and this new office is a re-
turn to our roots so to speak.
Some of us who’ve been here for
many years missed being down-
town and we believe the office is
a good investment and will lead to
further growth in downtown
Akron.”

The firm also has locations in
Canton and Cleveland.

While Buckingham partner
Stephen Pruneski plans to men-
tor litigation associate Justin
Tjaden, commercial real estate
and banking law litigator Wade
Doerr and business and finance
lawyer Thomas Delventhal will
continue to work closely with
Niekamp.

A partner in Buckingham’s liti-
gation and business practice
groups, Niekamp said BDB'’s
commitment to having a presence
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Dimengo Niekamp
in downtown Akron was one of
the many reasons he decided to
join the firm.

“Buckingham was a very good
fit for me because it will enable
me to work in a collaborative en-
vironment and grow my practice,”
said Niekamp, who focuses on
representing national banks in
creditors’ rights matters and
small businesses in various as-
pects of corporate law. “It will also
provide opportunities to the asso-
ciates to grow their practices in
downtown Akron. I will also be
working out of the downtown of-
fice. I enjoy working downtown
and am looking forward to down-
town improvements when com-
pleted.

“I actually started my career at
Buckingham and have worked
with many Buckingham attor-
neys over the years,” Niekamp
said. “I have always been im-
pressed by their professionalism,
collegiality and legal acumen.”

A native of Akron, Niekamp re-
ceived his bachelor’s degree in
business from Miami University
in Ohio and his juris doctor from
Case Western Reserve University
School of Law.

After spending a year at Buck-
ingham, Doolittle & Burroughs,
Niekamp joined Tramonte, Kot &
Davis.

Prior to starting his law firm
with attorney Mark Bernlohr in
2000, he was an associate at
what is now Roderick Linton
Belfance.

“For most of my legal career,
the setup has been ‘eat what you
kill,” so to speak,” said Niekamp.
“It was a great training ground
because it taught me how to hus-
tle, work efficiently and manage
my practice.

“However, I got to the point
where many of my clients needed
additional expertise that was not
available at my firm. I initially
tried to grow the firm’s practice
internally by recruiting and train-
ing younger attorneys but found
it difficult to retain good talent.
Also, my growing clients had legal
needs in the areas of labor law,
intellectual property and litigation
and Buckingham fortunately has
great experienced attorneys in
these areas of the law.

“Buckingham offers its attor-
neys a lot of support and takes a
team approach, which is very
beneficial to my clients.”

During his tenure at his former
firm, Niekamp was hired to serve
as the liquidation agent for the
now-defunct Day Ketterer firm.
“It was a tough situation, but it
provided me with insights as to
how firms can do well and how
things can go bad.”

Carmen
Roberto

A resident of West Akron,
Niekamp and his wife Andrea
have three children. In addition to
his work at Buckingham, he
serves as the treasurer of the
Akron Bar Association and presi-
dent of the board of advisors for
the Kohl Family YMCA in down-
town Akron.

“I believe my new role at Buck-
ingham will enable me to con-
tinue to develop my skills and
grow my practice, while offering
improved services to my clients.”

Former Niekamp, Weisensell,
Mutersbaugh & Mastrantonio Of
Counsel Carmen Roberto was
planning on retiring when he re-
ceived the offer to join Bucking-
ham, Doolittle & Burroughs.

“My plan was to stop practicing
at the end of 2020, but when I got
this opportunity to serve as of
counsel at one of the most re-
spected law firms in the state I
decided I had to take advantage of
it,” said Roberto, who focuses al-
most exclusively on criminal mat-
ters.

“My arrangement with Buck-
ingham enables me to practice
law while continuing my state,
national and international bar
work.”

Born and raised in Hartford,
Connecticut Roberto was initially
planning to teach English at the
college level. But after receiving
his bachelor’s degree from the
University of Connecticut, he de-
cided to go to law school.

While at The University of
Akron School of Law, he joined
the Army ROTC. After obtaining
his juris doctor, he was stationed
at Fort Benjamin Harrison Army
post (now closed) in Indiana,
where he served as a finance offi-
cer. He left the Army Reserves
with the rank of captain.

Roberto began his legal career
as an associate at Miller and Mor-
ris. He then became an assistant
municipal prosecutor for the city
of Cuyahoga Falls. He worked for
the city for approximately eight
years and was promoted to assis-
tant law director and then law di-
rector, a position he held for over
four years.

Not long after leaving his job
with the city, he started Vasko
and Roberto.

Prior to working for the
Niekamp firm, Roberto was a sole
practitioner.

A former president of the Akron
and Ohio State bar associations,
Roberto currently sits on the
OSBA Council of Delegates, the
American Bar Association House
of Delegates, the Ohio Public De-
fender Commission, the Ohio Bar
Liability Insurance Company and
the Akron Law Advancement

Stephen
Pruneski

Council. He also arbitrates fee
disputes for the OSBA.

In addition, Roberto is an ex-
officio member of the Ohio
Lawyers Assistance Program and
a former president of the Ohio
Metropolitan Bar Association.

In 2017, Roberto received the
Professionalism Award.

Roberto said he’s really enjoy-
ing his new role at Buckingham.

“At this point, retirement is off
the table for the foreseeable fu-
ture,” said Roberto. “As long as
Buckingham has the need for my
services I plan to keep practic-
ing.”

In the case of Pruneski, he be-
came enamored with the legal
profession at Girard High School.

“I enjoy working through prob-
lems and finding quick solutions
to disputes whenever possible,”
said Pruneski, who focuses on
business and real estate litiga-
tion. “I love the challenge of work-
ing with our clients to tell their
story in the clearest and most
convincing way.”

Born in Youngstown and raised
in the Trumbull County commu-
nity of Girard, he majored in po-
litical science and economics at
Youngstown State University, re-
ceiving his bachelor’s degree in
1982. After graduating from
Akron Law in 1985, he began his
career at a small firm in the city.

In 1988, he joined the firm now
known as Roderick Linton
Belfance, where he became a
partner and served as managing
partner for seven years.

From 2000 to 2016, Pruneski
was also the law director for the
city of Green.

Prior to beginning at Bucking-
ham, he was a sole practitioner
for two years.

“I'm ecstatic to get the chance
to work at Buckingham,” said
Pruneski. “They have a support-
ive and collaborative environ-
ment, where everyone works
together to provide the best pos-
sible services to clients.

“I spent most of my career at a
firm. When I opened my solo
practice I really missed being
able to discuss problems and is-
sues with other attorneys.

“l am now focused on being a
team player,” he said. “There are
many incredibly talented lawyers
at Buckingham with a wide vari-
ety of experience. I want to help
everyone with their cases and
clients any way I can.

“l want to work closely with
Justin and other young attorneys
of the firm to mentor them and
give them the benefit of my years
of litigation experience,” he said.

Pruneski lives in Green with
his wife Nancy. They have two
adult daughters, an adult son
and one grandchild.

A member of the Ohio State
Bar Association and a sustaining
member of the Akron Bar Associ-
ation, Pruneski has spent more
than 15 years coaching the mock
trial team at Green High School.

“I love mentoring those stu-
dents,” he said. “There’s no
greater joy than providing guid-
ance to the next generation of
lawyers.”



